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To  The  May®**  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Brackley. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors; 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  annual  report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  incorporating  that  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector,  on 
the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Town. 

The  report  serves  two  functions.  The  first,  to  give  an  annual 
assessment  of  the  environmental  factors  relating  to  health  together  with 
the  ststistics,  and  secondly,  to  record  some  observations  on  general  trends 
relating  to  community  health  as  a whole.  The  latter  also  gives  seme  advice 
on  factors  which  are  becoming  inimical  to  the  health  of  the  community. 

The  number  of  deaths  was  slightly  higher  than  last  year  showing  an 
increase  from  34  to  47  for  1967.  The  number  of  births  also  rose  from  55 
to  64;  this  has  probably  been  due  to  an  increase  of  population  to  4,040 
from  3,730.  The  causes  of  deatk  were,  in  the  majority  from  diseases  of  the 
heart  and  circulation  and  the  cancers,  and  were  in  the  older  age  groups. 
However  19  deaths  occurred  before  the  age  of  65,  three  in  the  first  year  of 
life. 

There  were  no  serious  outbreaks  of  infectious  diseases.  The  majority 
of  notifications  were  for  measles.  The  present  low  incidence  of  infectious 
diseases  is  pleasing,  but  it  must  always  be  remembered  that,  this  satisfact- 
ory state  could  be  jeopardised  should  people  fail  to  remember  that  both 
high  standards  of  personal  hygiene  and  levels  of  immunisation  of  children 
must  be  constantly  maintained.  The  Town  has  a good  record  for  a high  level 
of  immunisations,  and  though  no  longer  able  to  obtain  the  local  figures 
I have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  standard  is  maintained.  I wish  to 
thank  the  general  practitioners,  nursing  staffs  and  all  those  who  are 
concerned  for  their  co-operation  in  this  necessary  procedure.  The  parents 
who  are  the  final  arbiters  in  the  decision  to  have  thoir  children  immunised 
continue  to  respond  readily  and  are  thanledfor  their  sensible  attitude. 

All  children  should  be  immunised  to  diphtheria,  whooping  cough,  poliomyelitis, 
tetanus  and  smallpox,  not  forgetting  the  necessary  booster  immunisations 
particularly  before  school  entry.  The  thirteen  year  old  children  are  also 
vaccinated  against  tuberculosis.  It  is  pleasing  to  record  no  cases  of 
dysentry  or  food  poisoning.  There  were  however,  9 cases  of  infectious 
jaundice.  It  is  probable  that  these  diseases  are  all  spread  in  a similar 
manner,  and  that  their  incidence  can  be  curtailed  by  strict  personal  hygiene. 
Faulty  methods  of  food  handling  and  the  failure  to  maintain  a constant 
vigilance  in  the  methods  used  in  the  preparation,  sale  end  storing  of  food 
may  result  often  in  serious  illness  to  the  consumers  of  this  infected  food. 
Food  premises  of  all  types  ere  regularly  inspected  and  food  handlers  advised 
to  conform  to  high  standards.  The  Town  has  in  addition  a large  chicken 
broiler  preparation  premises  where  your  inspector  maintains  a regular 
inspection. 

The  Town  provides  excellent  facilities  for  the  elderly,  both  in  the 
warden  supervised  individual  hemes  and  bungalow  accommodation.  These  premises 
together  with  the  County  Council  home  at  Brackley  House  in  the  High  Street 
have  catered  adequately  for  the  needs  of  the  elder  citizens  and  Brackley  can 
be  considered  to  bo  particularly  well  provided  in  this  very  necessary  housing 
accommodation.  The  voluntary  organisations  also  contribute  greatly  to  their 
welfare  providing  many  services  which  improve  life  for  the  elderly.  These 
public  spirited  voluntary  workers  fulfil  a truly  worthwhile  function  and  the 
thanks  of  the  community  are  extended  to  them. 

In  general  it  can  be  concluded  that  the  environmental  health  of  the 
Town  is  satisfactory,  though  some  necessary  schemes  still  remain  to  be  done. 
These  must  inevitably  be  deferred  during  this  time  of  economic  stringency. 

During  the  year  your  Public  Health  Inspector  visited  all  dwellings  in 
5he  af*ea  which  are  deficient  in  standard  amenities  and  all  owners  and 
occupiers  were  written  to  giving  them  information  about  the  grants  and 
facilities  available  for  bringing  the  dwellings  up  to  standard  as  defined 
in  the  Housing  Act,  1964. 
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While  environmental  health  is  improving  year  hy  year,  there  still 
remain  many  hazards  to  health  the  prevention  of  which  depends  less  on  external 
circumstances  than  in  the  manner  of  life  of  the  individual.  While  the 
hazards  of  infectious  disease,  malnutrition,  poor  housing  and  poverty 
are  gradually  eliminated,  health  is  now  assailed  from  other  sources.  I there- 
fore wish  to  remind  the  citizens  of  Brackley  of  certain  factors  on  which 
environmental  health  can  have  little  influence  and  where  it  is  only  by  the 
action  of  the  individual  himself,  and  the  manner  in  which  he  (or  she)  lives 
that  certain  diseases  may  be  prevented.  These  diseases  which  take  an  increasing 
toll  of  life  are  cancer  of  the  lung,  early  arterial  disease  and  accidents  on 
the  road  and  at  home.  The  relationship  between  cigarette  smoking  and  lung 
cancer,  together  with  chronic  bronchitis,  and  coronary  heart  disease  has  now 
been  established  and  accepted  throughout  the  world.  It  is  unlikely  that  any 
member  of  the  community  is  now  not  aware  of  this  fact.  Yet  the  habit  is  not 
showing  any  signs  of  decrease  and  many  young  people  start  smoking  each  year. 
Should  this  hazard  be  caused  by  a failure  in  protection  of  the  environment 
so  that  individuals  as  a result  of  such  exposure  would  be  likely  to  contract 
cancer  there  would  be  public  acclamation  that  the  danger  should  be  removed. 

When  however,  the  action  is  dependant  on  individual  rectitude  there  is  little 
or  no  response.  It  would  appear  to  be  easy  to  obtain  co-operation  when 
single  actions  such  as  attending  for  immunisation  procedures  are  necessary 
but  in  long  term  where  there  is  no  immediacy  of  danger  and  where  it  is  necessary 
to  change  a personal  habit,  which  is  pleasurable,  it  would  appear  to  be 
impossible  to  succeed. 

Again  the  incidence  of  early  arterial  disease,  particularly  in  middle- 
aged  males,  resulting  in  coronary  artery  disease  and  strokes  is  showing  no 
decline,  and  there  is  some  evidence  that  it  is  increasing.  This  problem  is 
arising  in  all  civilised  countries.  Here  again,  though  many  factors  are 
involved,  there  are  two  clear  indications  that  the  disease  is  less  prevalent 
in  those  individuals  who  take  regular  exercise  and  in  those  who  are  not  obese. 
Because  of  increasing  transport,  sedentary  occupation  and  leisure,  the  need  for 
the  taking  of  regular  exercise  is  lessening.  Food  is  increasingly  abundant 
and  intake  is  often  in  excess  of  calorie  output.  In  a primitive  society  these 
conditions  do  not  occur.  Regular  exercise  is  as  needful  for  health  as  fresh 
air  and  pure  water.  Again  this  is  a pattern  of  life,  which  needs  to  be 
incorporated  in  a way  of  living  and  remains  at  the  discretion  of  the  individual. 

Deaths  from  accidents  are  in  the  majority  of  cases  preventable  on  both 
the  road  and  in  the  home.  Those  occurring  in  the  home  affect,  most  often, 
either  young  children  or  the  elderly,  while  those  on  the  road  are  indiscrim- 
inate in  their  toll. 

Finally  it  is  perplexing  that  in  removing  material  anxieties  from  society 
there  is  no  lessening  of  mental  ill  health,  either  in  individual  suffering  such 
as  neuroses  and  mental  illness  or  in  society  as  evidenced  by  the  increase. in 
crime,  delinquency,  divorce  and  cruelty  to  children.  Drug  taking  among  teenage 
children  is  another  disturbing  factor. 

I wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  Hr.  Morgan  for  his  helpful  co-operation 
during  the  year  and  for  his  work  in  the  compilation  of  this  report.  My  thanks 
are  also  due  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  his  ready  co-operation 
in  the  supplying  of  information. 


I remain,  your  obedient  Servant, 

JO  AIT  M.  ST.  V.  DAY/KINS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Public  Health  Department, 
Municipal  Offices, 
Brackley. 

September,  1968. 
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SECTION  A 


Social  Conditions  of  Area  and  Statistics. 

Summary  of  Vital  Statistics,  1967 

Area  of  Borough  (Acres) 

Population  (estimated  Mid  Year,  1967) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1967)  . .. 

Bate able  Value  of  Borough  

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  

Live  Births: 

Males  Females 

Legitimate  31  29 

Illegitimate  3 1 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population:  1 7 • 5 - The  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  was  17.2. 

Still-births:  One  still-birth  was  recorded  during  the  year.  This  :* 
equivalent  to  a still-birth  rate  of  15  per  1,000  total  births.  The  rate 
for  Northamptonshire  was  15.0  and  14.8  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  percentage  of  illegitimate  live  births  of  the  total  live  births 
was  6.2.  The  rate  for  Northamptonshire  was  7«07* 

Deaths^all  causes)  Male s Female s Tot al 

31  16  47 

Death-rate  per  1,000  of'  the  estimated  population  is  11.0.  The 
rate  of  England  & Wales  is  11.2 


. . . 1 , 685 

...  4 , 040 

1,223 
£127,295 
. • • £502 

Total 

64 


Area: 

There  was  no  change  in  the  area  of  the  administrative  Borough  during 
the  year  which  remains  at  1,685  acres. 

Population: 

The  resident  mid-year  home  population  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar 
General  was  4,040,  and  the  vital  statistics  are  based  on  this  figure.  The 
Estimated  popluation  is  310  more  than  that  for  the  year  1966.  The  natural 
increase  in  population,  that  is,  the  increase  of  births  over  deaths  is  13. 

Deaths: 

The  total  number  of  deaths  assigned  to  the  Borough  by  the  Registrar 
General  after  adjusting  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths  is  47. 

This  number  agrees  with  the  deaths  registered  locally.  The  death-rate  per 
1,000  *f  the  population  is  11.0  as  compared  with  10.1  for  the  administrative 
County  of  Northamptonshire  and  11.2  for  England  and  Wales. 

A table  giving  a list  of  the  causes  of  death  in  the  Borough  at  different 
periods  of  life  during  1967  is  given  on  page  7 • 

Area  Comparability  Factors:  The  area  comparability  factors  provided  by  the 
Registrar  General  for  the  Borough  are,  for  births  1.11  and  for  deaths,  .95* 
When  local  crude  birth  and  death  rates  are  multiplied  by  the  appropriate  A 
factors,  they  are  comparable  with  the  crude  rates  for  England  and  Wales  or 
with  corresponding  adjusted  rates  for  any  other  area.  The  crude  rates  for 
the  Borough  for  the  year  under  review  have  been  adjusted  accordingly. 
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Births : 


The  number  of  births  which  occurred  in  the  Borough  during  the  year 
was  64,  which  is  equivalent  to  a birth-rate  of  17*5  per  1,000  population. 

The  rate  for  the  administrative  County  of  Northamptonshire  was  18.0  and  for 
England  and  Wales,  1 7-2. 

Perinatal  Mortality : 

The  perinatal  mortality( still -births  and  deaths  under  one  week  combined 
per  1,000  live  and  still-births)  for  the  Borough  was  31*0*  The  rate  for 
Northamptonshire  was  24.00  and  for  England  and  Y/ales  23.4. 

Infant  Mortality: 

Three  infant  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  occurred  in  the  Borough  during 
the  year  under  review.  This  equivalent  to  an  infant  mortality-rate  of  47*0 
The  rate  for  the  County  of  Northamptonshire  was  18.0  and  for  England  and 
Wales,  18.3. 

The  rate  for  the  Borough  would  appear  to  be  excessively  high  but  i not 
significant  in  a small  population. 


Again  this  year  the  figures  for  deaths  from  Cancer  of  the  lung  are 
increased  in  England  and  Wales,  rising  to  28,250,  as  compared  with  27-013 
last  year.  Of  the  total  figure,  23,546  were  males  and  4,704  females.  ..11 
1929  only  2715  people  were  recorded  as  dying  from  lung  cancer  and  in  1 be 
forty  intervening  years  the  figure  has  greatly  increased.  It  has  nc.  teen 
indisputably  proved  that  there  is  a relationship  between  heavy  cigarette 
smoking  and  lung  cancer.  Smoking  may  also  contribute  to  other  conditions  such 
as  chronic  bronchitis  and  can  be  an  adverse  factor  in  coronary  hear:  disease. 

Yet  each  year  thousands  of  young  people  start  to  smoke  and  many  others  con- 
tinue with  the  habit.  The  efforts  of  health  education  would  appear  to  be 
having  little  success.  It  is  difficult  to  succeed  in  trying  to  prevent  a 
habit  which  demands  a sustained  effort  over  ma,ny  years.  However,  our  purpose 
must  continue  to  be  aimed  towards  young  people  in  an  endeavour  to  prevent 
them  from  acquiring  the  smoking  habit  initially.  Those  whom  children  admire 
and  therefore  emulate  have  a responsibility  to  show  by  their  example  that 
cigarette  smoking  is  a foolish  habit. 

The  emergence  of  early  degenerative  disease  of  the  arteries  is  now 
becoming  significant  among  middle  aged  males  who  are  often  killed  or  crippled 
by  coronary  heart  attacks  or  strokes,  often  at  a time  of  life  when  they  are 
making  their  greatest  contribution  to  society.  Many  factors  may  contribute 
to  this  illness  but  one  clear  fact  has  emerged  and  that  is  that  there  is  less 
evidence  of  early  arterial  disease  in  those  who  have  regularly  taken  physical 
exercise.  It  is  easy  now  to  be  sedentary  and  the  taking  of  exercise  may  involve 
effort  and  even  planning,  but  it  is  wise  to  establish  the  habit  soon  after 
leaving  school  and  continue  throughout  life  modifying  the  exercise  to  suit  the 
years.  The  daily  walk  is  probably  the  simplest,  but  many  sports  and  hobbies 
require  physical  effort  which  can  often  be  practised  for  many  years  and  golf 
and  gardening  are  two  which  can  continue  throughout  life.  The  need  to 
exercise  moderation  in  food  consumption  and  to  watch  against  obesity  together 
with  the  adoption  of  a benign  and  tolerant  attitude  to  life  and  labours  may 
indeed  help  to  avert  an  early  onset  of  arterial  disease. 

A small  decline  of  approximately  3%  has  been  reported  in  deaths  from 
road  accidents  since  the  introduction  of  the  breathalyser  itest.  It  is  hoped 
that  the  decline  will  continue;  however  in  1967,  7,487  people  died  as  a result 
of  read  accidents.  Analysis  by  age  shows  that  the  15  to  25  age  group  males 
locally  predominating  are  affected.  The  necessity  for  proper  maintenance  of 
the  vehicle,  habitual  use  of  safety  belts  in  cars  and  helmets  for  motor 
cy lists  together  with  driving  with  care  and  consideration  for  other  road  users 
is  stressed. 
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Accidents  in  the  home  still  also  produce  a high  toll  of  deaths  very- 
near  ly  as  high  as  those  on  the  roads.  Here,  however,  the  elderly  and  the 
very  young  are  the  most  affected.  Falls  constitute  by  far  the  most 
frequent  cause  of  accidental  death  in  and  around  the  house,  about  59  per 
cent  of  the  total.  Nearly  90  per  cent  of  these  fatalities  were  to  people  in 
the  age  group  65  years  and  over.  The  next  most  common  cause  was  poisoning, 
followed  by  burns  and  scalds,  and  finally  suffocation  and  choking. 

Attention  to  details  such  as  fire  guards, fire  resistant  materials  for 
children's  night  dresses,  simple  structural  alterations  in  houses  for  elderly 
people  and  provision  of  physical  aids,  keeping  medicines  under  lock  and 
key  are  required  to  prevent  these  deaths. 

The  respiratory  infections  still  take  their  toll  though  less  than 
formerly.  There  were  two  deaths  from  pneumonia  and  two  from  bronchitis  in 
the  Borough  during  the  year  under  review. 


The  following  table  gives  the  birth-rate,  death-rate  and  infant 
mortality  rate  for  the  Borough,  the  administrative  County  of  Northamptonshire 
and  England  and  Wales  for  the  past  five  years:- 


Year 
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1 
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• 
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SECTION  B 


General  Provisions  of  Health  Services. 


jjaborat ory  Faci lit ie s : 


The  examination  of  pathological  specimens  is  carried  out  by  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Oxford  and  medical  practitioners  in 
the  Borough  submit  specimen**  direct  to  the  laboratory.  The  Service  which 
is  free  has  also  undertaken  to  examine  specimens  of  milk,  ice-cream,  water 
and  other  specimens  submitted  from  the  health  department. 

Hospital  Services: 

The  Hospitals  available  to  residents  of  the  Borough  are,  The 
Horton  General  Hospital,  Banbury,  Northampton  General  Hospital  and  the 
Radcliffe  Infirmary,  Oxford.  The  Cottage  Hospital  situated  in  the  Borougxi 
which  has  a small  number  of  beds  is  available  for  certain  cases. 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  requiring  hospital  treatment  are  removed 
to  the  Isolation  Hospitals  at  Northampton  and  Oxford. 


County  Council  Services: 

Ambulances : The  County  Council  provide  ambulance  services  f 

the  removal  to  hospital  of  all  general,  medical,  surgical  and  infos f ; 
cases.  An  ambulance  station  is  situated  in  the  Borough  and  the  ser\.  • ' 
is  available  at  all  times. 

Child  Welfare  and  Treatment  Clinics:  m,  . ^ ^ ,.r  . . 

— - — - — ■ The  infant  Welfare  Clinic 

continued  to  operate  during  the  year  and  sessions  were  held  on  the  second 
Thursday  of  ever y month  at  the  Women’s  Institute,  Manor  Road.  Orthopaedic 
Clinics,  Vision  Clinics  and  Dental  Clinics  for  School  Children  organised 
by  the  County  Council  continued  to  operate  during  the  year  under  review. 

Care  and  after  care  Services:  The  County  authority  provide  a number 
of  facilities  for  the  crippled,  aged  persons,  diabetics,  the  blind  and 
those  mentally  ill,  and  are  also  responsible  for  preventitive  services  in 
connection  with  tuberculosis. 

Nursing  in  the  Home,  Midwives  and  Health  Visitor  _Servic e : Th e s e 
services  are  provided  directly  by  the  Council  Council  who  have  a health 
visitor’s  office  established  in  the  Borough.  They  also  have  a ’Home  Help’ 
service  available  in  conneEtion  with  infirm  and  chronic  cases  trea.ted  at 
home. 


V olunt ary  Or gani sati ons : 

The  Darby  and  Joan  Club  which  has  been  established  many  years  meets 
every  Wednesday  afternoon  in  the  Town  Hall;  it  is  very  well  attended  and 
very  popular. 

Meals  on  Wheels  Service:  m1  . . 

> — This  service  is  undertaken  cy  members  ■:! 

the  Women's  Voluntary  Service  in  conjunction  with  the  Fatstock  Marketing 
Corporation's  establishment  in  the  Buckingham  Road.  The  staff  at  the 
Corporation's  canteen  prepare  the  meals  and  these  are  delivered  in  sealed 
containers  to  needy  cases  in  the  Borough  by  Members  of  Women's  Voluntary 
Service.  The  work  of  the  staff  at  the  Canteen,  and  the  ladies  delivering 
the  meals  using  their  own  cars  is  greatly  appreciated. 
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SECTION  C. 


SANITARY  C IRC UM ST  ANC E S OF  THE!  DISTRICT. 

Water  Supply: 

Water  is  supplied  to  the  Borough  by  the  Bucks  Water  Board,  and 
with  the  exception  of  eight  dwelling  houses  outside  the  area  of  the  Board’s 
mains,  all  dwellings  in  the  area  received  a piped  water  supply  form  the 
Board’s  mains  during  the  year  under  review.  The  source  of  the  supply 
is  the  River  Great  Ouse  in  Buckingham.  Treatment  consists  of  storage, 
sedimentation,  chlorination  and  rapid  sand  gravity  filtration.  The  water 
is  non-plumbo  solvent  and  during  the  year  under  review  fluoride  was  not 
added  to  the  water  which  has  a natural  fluoride  content  of  approximately 
.2  part  per  million. 

The  total  number  of  dwelling-houses  connected  to  the  mains  is  1,223 
and  out  of  a total  population  of  4,040  approximately  4,014  are  supplied  with 
W0.ter  from  the  Board's  mains. 

Generally  the  supply  from  the  Board  was  satisfactory  in  quality 
and  quantity.  Twelve  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health- 
laboratory  for  exmination.  The  reports  show  that,  bacteriologically, 
they  were  satisfactory. 


Sewerage  and 


The  sewage  disposal  works  comprises  two  filter  beds,  two 
sedimentation  tanks,  sludge  and  humus  lagoons  with  electrical  plan' 
for  lifting  the  level  of  one  outfall  sewer  to  the  detritus  chambe: 
treatment. 


The  works  continued  to  receive  the  trade  effluent  from  the  Fai  y';ock 
Marketing  Corporation’s  Broiler  Factory  established  in  the  Borough  Ui 
1959,  and  also  the  trade  effluent  from  a factory  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  spices  etc.,  outside  the  administrative  area  of  the  Borough;  this  effluent 
is  conveyed  to  the  works  by  tanker. 

Copies  of  the  analyses  of  the  effluent  discharging  into  the  River 
Ouse  received  from  the  Ouse  Catchment  Board  Authority  showed  that  th-. 
effluent  failed  to  conform  with  the  standard  laid  down  by  the  Royal 
Commission.  As  I have  previously  stated  the  Council  had  under  consideration 
from  time  to  time  the  question  of  extending  the  works  in  order  to  deal 
satisfactorily  with  extra  volumes  of  sewage  from  an  increasing  population 
and  steadily  rising  throughput  from  the  broiler  factory,  and  during  the 
course  of  the  year  negotiated  with  their  Consultants  for  this  purpose. 

Forty-four  houses  in  outlying  parts  of  the  area  not  served  by  the 
mains  are  not  connected  to  the  sewerage  of  the  Borough. 


Smoke  Abatement:  No  action  was  found  necessary  in  connection  with 

smoke  abatement. 

Swimming  Pool:  The  swimming  pool  owned  by  the  Council  was  used 

during  the  year  and  was  filled  with  vra/ter  from  the  mains.  The  sand 
filter  and  plant  continued  to  operate  satisfactorily  keeping  the  water 
reasonably  clear  throughout  the  season.  The  water  is  chlorinated  by  a drip 
feed,  and  comparator  tests  were  taken  regularly  to  ensure  a residual  chlorine 
content  of  the  water. 

Verminous  Premises i_  No  action  was  found  to  be  necessary  in 
connection  with  verminous  premises. 

Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  i960:  Apart  from  two 
caravans  occupied  on  separate  sites  which  are  well  maintained,  there  are 
no  large  licensed  sites -in  the  area,  and  no  problems  arose  with  itinerant 
travellers. 
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Public  Cleansing:  House  refuse  was  collected  weekly  using  a 2h  cubic 
yard  'tip-up*  Eerier  vehicle.  Generally,  one  part  of  the  Borough  was 
covered  on  Thursdays  and  the  other  on  Fridays.  The  tipping  ground  is  situated 
at  a part  of  the  district  where  no  nuisance  is  caused.  As  I have  previouly 
stated  the  present  tipping  groung  is  very  full  and  a new  tipping  groun  is 
urgently  required. 

Rodent  Control:  A part-time  rodent  operator  is  employed  to  carry-out  this 
"^rk.  The  services  of  the  operator  continued  to  be  free  to  householders 
who  readily  report  the  presence  of  rodents  in  and  around  their  premises. 

A charge  is  made  for  the  treatment  of  business  premises.  The  use  of 
Warfarin  with  oatmeal  base  continued  to  give  satisfactory  results  and  no 
resistance  to  the  poison  was  experienced. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  any  formal  action  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

The  number  of  inspection  and  treatments  carried  out  during  the  year 
were  as  follows :- 


Local  Authority 

premises 

1 

Dwelling  houses 

• ••  •••  • • • 

...  32 

Number  infested 

by  (l  ) Rates. . . 

...  21 

(2)  Mice  . . . 

...  4 

Other  premises 

• ••  •••  ••• 

...  5 

Baits  are  regularly  laid  at  the  refuse  tip  and  sewage  works;  th 
was  no  evindence  at  either  place  of  any  degree  of  infestation. 


Summary  of  Health  Inspector's  visits  to  premises: 

Housing  inspections 

Inspections  of  factories  and  workshops 

Inspections  of  bakehouses. . . • ♦ • • • • 

Inspections  of  meat  hawkers’  and  transport  vans 
Inspections  of  fried  fish  shops. . . ...  • • • 

Inspections  of  other  food  shops 

Inspections  under  the  Offices,  Shops  and 

Railway  premises  Act.  

Inspections  in  connection  with  rodent  control 
Inspections  of  premises  where  food  is  prepared 

for  sale 

Inspections  of  caravans  

Number  of  old  drainages  tested  ...  •••  ••• 

Number  of  extensions  of  old  drainages  tested.. 


262 

48 

10 

14 

17 

65 

54 

37 

310 

25 

8 
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SECTION  D. 


Housing : 


No  new  Council  dwellings  were  erected  during  the  year  under  ro\  -ew, 
but  the  Council  had  under  consideration  a scheme  for  a small  estate  -ji. 
twenty-seven  houses  which  would  provide  better  equipped  accommcdav aou  for 
those  desiring  it  particularly  those  living  in  existing  Council  houses 
whose  applications  would  receive  priority  for  the  proposed  new  houses.  By 
this  scheme  it  is  hoped  that  increased  accommodation  of  older  Council  houses 
would  become  available  for  those  on  the  waiting  lists. 


Two  private  estates  continued  to  erect  dwellings  and  a total  of  47 
dwellings  were  completed  during  the  year  with  62  under  construction  at  e 

end  of  the  year. 
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Improvement  of  dwellings:  The  provisions  of  the  House  Purchase  and  Housing 
Act,  1959,  relating  to  standard  grants,  which  are  obligatory  on  the  part 
of  the  Council,  make  available  to  owners  grants  for  providing  any  or  all  of 
the  five  standard  amenities,  that  is,  a fixed  bath  or  shower,  wash  basin, 
water  closet,  a hot  and  cold  water  supply  at  a bath  or  shower,  wash  basin  and 
kitchen  sink,  and  satisfactory  facilities  for  storing  food.  The  Housing  Act, 
1964  make  certain  amendments  to  the  Act  of  1 959.  Where  formerly  the  dwelling 
after  improvement  had  to  be  equipped  with  all  five  standard  amenities,  referred 
to  in  the  new  Act  as  the  ’'full  standard",  under  the  new  Act  a dwelling  may,  if 
it  is  not  reasonably  practicable  to  provide  the  "full  standard",  be  brought 
up  to  a"reduced  standard”,  that  is,  after  improvement  it  must  have  a hot  and 
cold  water  supply  at  a sink,  a water  closet,  which  if  reasonably  practicable 
must  be  in  or  accessible  from  within  the  dwelling,  and  satisfactory  facilities 
for  storing  food.  To  qualify  for  a standard  grant  a dwelling  must  have  a 
further  life  of  at  least  fifteen  years  for  human  habitation  and  in  the  case  cx 
lease-hold  property,  not  less  than  five  years  of  the  lease  remains  unexpired. 

Standard  grants  amounting  to  £2,035  were  paid  to  owners  during  the  year 
for  improvements  carried  out  to  12  dwellings  which  were  all  brought  up  to 
the  "full  standard. " 


SECTION  E 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Pood: 

Hi lk  Supply:  There  are  three  main  licensed  milk  dealers  distribi  \g 
milk  in  the  Borough.  Eour  shop-keepers  are  also  licensed  to  sell  mill.' 
obtainin’  their  supplies  from  the  main  milk  dealers.  There  is  also  a . ensed 
milk  vending  machine  situated  in  the  area.  Ninteen  samples  of  milk  wer  caken 
and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  examination.  Fifteen  samples 
proved  satisfactory,  3 failed  the  methylene  blue  test  and  one  the  phosphatase 
test  as  prescribed  by  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Order  19&3.  Follow,  up 
samples  of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  proved  satisfactory. 

Eleven  samples  of  ice-cream  taken  and  submitted  for  examination  proved 
satisfactory. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955:  The  provisions  of  the  Act  relating  to  the 

nature  and  substance  of  food  supplied  to  the  public  are;enforced  by  Mr.  F.  J. 
Evans,  Chief  Inspector,  heights  and  Measures  Department  of  the  County  Council 
to  whom  I am  indebted  for  the  following  information  relating  to  the  work 
carried  out  by  his  department  in  the  Borough  during  the  twelve  months  ending 
31  st  March  1 968 : 

Samples  taken_in  the  Borough  of  Brackley 
During  the  twelve  months  ending  31  st  March,  1968. 

1,11  1 L I ■ ■ I MlW.  ■■  H ■■  ■ -4. I.  ■ ■■  . H l.iwni  1.  M I jWA  I ■ ■ IJUJUMT  » ■ — T — ■ if  !■  ' I ■»  I » 


Milk 1 8 

Butter  1 

Lard 2 

Marmalade  1 

Meat  Products  12 

Orange  Drink  1 

White  Bread  1 

Total 36 

Remarks : It  is  again  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report  that  all  the  samples 

taken  in  the  Borough  during  the  year  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  • 
examination  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  and.  to  conform  with  the  appropriate 
labelling  requirements. 

Weights  and  Measures  Act,  1963*  A total  of  5,133  articles  of  food  were  checked 
for  weight  or  measure  during  the  period,  under  review  and  apart  from  a few  minor 
deficiencies  all  were  found  to  be  correct. 
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Food  Hygiene (General)  Regulations,  i960:  These  Regulations  provide  for  the 
cleanliness  of  food  premises,  hygenic  methods  of  handling  food,  the  cleanliness 
of  persons  engaged  in  the  food  trade  and  the  action  to  be  taken  when  they 
suffer  from  or  are  carriers  of  certain  infections. 

There  are  35  food  premises  in  the  Borough  where  food  is  sold,  served  or 
prepared  for  sale.  The  premises  arc  regularly  visited  and  a high  standard  of 
cleanliness  is  maintained. 

The  following  table  gives  the  various  categories  of  food  premises  in  the 
Town  and  the  numbers  fitted  to  comply  with  certain  articles  of  the  General 
Regulations ; - 


Trade 

No. 

No.  of  premises 
fitted  to  comply 
with  article  1 6 
of  the  Regulations 
(i7ash  hand  basins 
etc. ) 

No.  of  premises 
to  which  article 

1 9 of  the  Regs, 
applies.  (Sinks  for 
washing  open  food 
and  equipment 

Premises 
fitted  to 
comply  with 
article  1 ! 

General  provision 
Kecrchants 

9 

9 

9 

i 

j 

i 

2 

Butchers  

4 

4 

4 

Sweets  and  Confect- 

ionery  

3 

3 

- 

Fishmongers  ... 

3 

3 

3 

.. 

Cafes  

4 

4 

4 

L 

Licensed  premises. . 

10 

10 

10 

1 o 

Fruiterers 

2 

2 

2 

* 

i 

Total  

35 

35 

32 

24  j 

! 

Meat  and  Other  Foods:  There  are  no  licensed  slaughter-houses  in  the  Borough. 
The  only  food  voluntarily  surrendered  during  the  year  was  4 lb.  chopped  pork. 


Poultry  Processing  Premises:  There  is  one  poultry  processing  premises  in  the 
Borough  which  was  established  in  1959  by  the  Fatstock  Marketing  Corporation. 
The  greatest  percentage  of  the  throughput  is  broilers  but  hens  and  capons  are 
occasionally  processed.  The  birds  are  electrically  stunned  before  being  bled. 
During  the  year  under  review  3 >995, 859  birds  were  received  he  station  for 
processing;  6,59 6 birds  weighing  9 tens  8 cwts  25  lbs.  from  the  market  being 
unfit  for  human  consumption.  The  percentage  of  birds  rejected  as  unfit  for 
consumption  was  .16.  Close  co-operation  is  maintained  between  the  Corporation 
and  the  Public  Health  Inspector  who  makes  a daily  visit  to  the  prerair  ..s. 
Rejected  birds,  feathers  and  offal  are  removed  daily  to  a processing  nation 
within  the  County  for  further  utilisation. 
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SECTION  Fc 


THE  HREVALENCE  OF  END  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISUSE. 


During  the  year  89  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified,  an 
increase  of  l6  cases  on  last  year's  figures. 

Measles:  The  number  of  cases  reported  was  7&.  There  was  one  death 
from  this  cause.  This  highly  infectiwdllness  from  y/hich  few  individuals 
escape  has  its  incidence  almost  exclusively  during  childhood.  It  usually 
follows  a biennial  incidence,  with  high  numbers  occurring  in  alternate 
years.  The  course  of  the  illness  is  almost  invariably  benign,  but 
complications  which  include  otitis  media,  pneumonia,  eye  infections  and 
very  occasionally  encephalitis  do  occur,  and  the  illness  itself  is  often 
severe.  Complications  can  be  effectively  dealt  with  by  the  many 
antibiotics  which  are  now  available,  but  these  drugs  are  themselves  not  ail 
without  side  effects,  are  expensive  and  involve  medical  supervision. 

An  effective  measles  vaccine  has  now  been  developed  and  it  is  anticipated 
that  this  will  be  available  for  general  use  during  the  course  of  next  year, 
and  it  is  anticipated  that  in  future  years  measles  in  common  with 
poliomyelitis  and  diphtheria  will  be  virtually  eradicated. 


T/Thooping  Cough:  There  were  no  cases  notified.  Acceptance  rate  to 
immunisation  is  high  and  the  incidence  of  this  condition  is  low.  Cas^ 
still  occur  as  immunisation  is  not  completely  effective;  however  in  • 
majority  of  children  who  have  received  immunisation  the  illness  is  v '.ly 
mild. 


Scarlet  Fever:  Two  cases  were  notified.  This  disease  continues 
to  exhibit  its  mild  phase. 


Pneumonia : Two  cases  were  notified  and  two  deaths  were  recorded 

from  this  illness. 

Food  Poisoning;  There  were  no  cases  of  food  poisoning  reported 
during  the  year. 

The  condition  is  usually  caused  by  one  of  the  Salmonella  organism,*, 
the  commonest  being  the  Typhimurium  strain  or  Para-typhoid  A or  B.  The 
Staphylococcus  gaining  an  entry  to  feed  from  an  infected  spot  or  boil  on 
the  hands,  arms  or  face  of  a food  handler  may  also  cause  asevere  form  of 
food  poisoning.  Some  chemical  contaminants  can  be  an  occasional  cause. 

More  rarely,  Typhoid  fever  and  Botulism  may  occur.  However  the  commonest 
form  of  food  poisoning  is  the  Salmonella  gaining  entry  into  food  by  faulty 
hygiene  of  food  handlers.  The  sources  of  infection  can  be  numerous, 
uncooked  contaminated  (often  imported)  meat  being  today  probably  one  of  the 
commonest. 

Infective  Hepatitis:  Nine  cases  were  notified.  Acute  Infective 
Hepatitis  is  a disease  caused  by  a virus  which  attacks  the  liver  and  causes 
jaundice.  It  is  mainly  an  infection  of  young  people,  of  faecal-oral 
spread,  and  with  an  incubation  period  of  15  to  50  days.  The  incriminative 
routes  of  infection  are  from  food  handlers,  water,  and  children  to  their 
mothers.  The  virus  is  present  in  faeces  1 6 days  before  jaundice,  /.d  up  to 
8 days  after. 

Serum  hepatitis  which  is  another  form  of  infective  hepatitis,  has  a - 
longer  incubation  period  of  from  50  to  l60  days  and  affects  mainly  adults 
and  can  be  spread  by  blood  transfusion  and  inefficiently  steralised 
equipment  used  by  doctors,  dentists,  nurses  and  drug  adicts  and  in  the 
various  tattooing  processes.  The  clinical  groups  of  these  two  types  of 
hepatitis  are  indistinguishable,  There  is  no  specific  treatment  and  a jaund- 
iced adult  would  be  away  from  work  from  six  weeks  to  two  months,  and  might 
not  feel  really  fit  for  a year. 
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Quarantine  measures  are  of  little  value,  and  patients  can  be  treated 
at  home  or  in  hospital  provided  adequate  hand  washing  techniques  are 
practised  with  current  disinfection  of  excreta.  Serum  hepatitis  can  be 
virtually  abolished  if  disposal  equipment  was  generally  introduced.  In 
this  County  disposable  equipment  is  used  by  the  County  Health  Department 
in  all  procedures  involving  immunisation.  Gamma  globulin  is  of  value  for 
the  protection  of  close  contacts  and  pregnant  women  during  epidemics. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

There  were  no  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  during  the  year  und 
review.  The  number  of  cases  on  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  are  as 
f ollows : 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Pulmonary 

3 

4 

7 

Non-Pulmonary  

1 

- 

1 

Tot  al  ...  ...  ... 

4 

4 

8 

lif 


Factories  Act,  1961:  The  number  of  factories  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the 
year  under  review  was  23,  and  the  number  of  inspections  made  was  48  During  the 
year  a soap  factory  gave  out  box-making  to  home  workers  particulars  of  which  are 
shown  in  the  appropriate  schedule. 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administrative  of  the  Factories  Act,  1961. 


Part  1 of  the  Act. 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made 


« 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

3 TVT  J.  • 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupier’ 

Prosecute 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,2,3 

4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities, 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Sec,  7 is  enforced  by  the 

L,  A, 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  outworkers' 
premises. 

8 

15 

15 

33 

0 "fc  9. 1 • 9 9 *90  9 9 9 999  909  OOo! 

_ _ 1 

23 

48 

: 

- 

2,  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found:- 

■ 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
wore  found. 


Number  of  case: 
in  which 


Particulars  ] 

(1) 

'’ound 

i 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Rei  ei 

To  Ho-'  , 

Inspector 

(4) 

’red 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

prosecution. 3 
were  instituted. 

<0 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S,1.) 

Over crowding  (Section  2,) 

Unreasonable  temperature 
(Section  3*) 
Inadequate  ventilation 

(Section  4» ) 
Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (Section  6,) 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(Section  7«) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  Defective 

(c)  Not  seperate  for  Sexes 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork) 

2 

2 

Total 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

15 


■ 


. 
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PART  V 1 1 1 OF  THE  ACT 
OUTWORK 

(Sections  133  and.  134) 


Nature 

of 

Work 

(i) 

Section  133 

Section  134 

No.  ox 
out-workers 
in  August 
list 

required 
by  Section 
133(1)  (o) 

(2)  . 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending 
lists  to 
the  Council 

(3) 

No.  of 
prosecutions 
for  failur 
to  supply 
lists 

(4) 

No.  of 

3 instances 
e of  work 
in  unwhole- 
some 

premises 

(.5) 

Notices 

served 

(6) 

Prose- 

cutions 

(7) 

Wearing  ) Making 

apparel  ) etc., 

) Cleaning 
) and  Uashi; 

Household  linen 

Lace,  lace  curtains 
and  nets 

Curtains  and 
Furniture  hangings 

Furniture  and 
Upholstery 

Electro-plate 

File  making 

Brass  and  brass 
articles 

Pur  pulling 

Iron  and  Steel 
cables  and  chains 

Iron  and  steel 
anchors  and  granels 

Cart  gear 

Locks,  latches  and 
Keys 

Umbrellas  etc. 

Artificial  flowers 

Nets,  other  than 
wire  nets 

Tents 

Sacks 

Racquet  and  tennis 
balls. 

r— • 1 — 
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PART  V 1 1 1 OP  THE  ACT  (contd.) 
OUTWORK 

(Sections  133  and  134) 


Nature 

of 

Work 

(D 

Section  133 

Section  134 

No,  of 
out -workers 
in  August 
list 

required 
by  Section 

133(1)  (o) 
(2) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to 
bne  Council 

(3) 

No.  of 
Drosecutions 
for  failure 
to  supply 
lists 

(4) 

No.  of 

3 instances 
3 of  work  in 
unwholesome 
premises 

(5) 

Notices 

served 

(6) 

Prose- 

cutions 

(7) 

Paper  bags 

The  making  of 
boxes  or  other 
receptacles  or 
parts  thereof  made 
wholly  or  partiall 
of  paper. 

18 

y 

Brush  making 

Pea  picking 

Feather  sorting 
/ 

Carding  etc., 
of  ^uttons  etc. 

Stuffed  toys 

.» 

Basket  making 

Chocolates  and 
Sweetmeats 

Cosaques, 

Christmas  stockings 
etc. 

j 

Textiles 

weaving 

Lampshades 

TOTAL 

18 

- 

- 

- 

- 

, ...  ' 

17 
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